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The Bill would have conferred upon the Commonwealth full powers
over fourteen diverse subjects, including employment, agricultural
marketing trusts, national works, overseas exchange, social security,
air transport and national health. The new powers would have
been conferred for a period of five years after the conclusion of
hostilities when it was intended that a new constitutional convention
should be held.
The Union of South Africa has a unitary constitution.1 Executive Union of
power is vested in a Governor-General advised by an Executive South Africa.
Council. Legislative power is vested in the Senate and the House of
Assembly. Eight senators are elected for each Province by the
members representing the Province in the South African House of
Assembly in joint session with the members of the Provincial Council
of the Provinces, and the Governor-General in Council appoints
eight senators, half of whom are selected on the ground mainly of
their thorough acquaintance, by reason of their official experience
or otherwise, with the reasonable wants and wishes of the coloured
races in South Africa. The House of Assembly is chosen by direct
election of the electors of the Union. In the event of a deadlock
between the two Houses a joint sitting may during the second
session, or in relation to an appropriation Bill during the same
session, be convened by the Governor-General and pass a Bill by a
simple majority of both Houses. Provision is made for the simul-
taneous dissolution of the Senate and House of Assembly, as well as
for the dissolution of the House of Assembly alone; in the latter
event the dissolution of the Senate may follow within 120 days. The
exercise of these powers by the Governor-General is governed by
conventions similar to those in force in the United Kingdom.
Each Province has a chief executive officer styled an Administrator, Provinces,
and each Province has a provincial council. Each provincial council
elects an executive committee. Certain distinct heads of legislative
power are granted to the provincial councils and further powers may
be specially delegated to them by the Union Parliament. Provincial
powers within the limits of provincial jurisdiction are plenary and
absolute. Provincial ordinances require, however, the assent of the
Governor-General in Council; and any provincial ordinance is
void if repugnant to an Act of the Union Parliament. Under the
South Africa Act Amendment Act, 1934 of the Union Parliament,
Parliament shall not abolish any provincial council or abridge the
powers conferred on provincial councils under the South Africa Act,
1909, except by petition to Parliament by the provincial council
concerned. This Act could itself be repealed at any time by the
Union Parliament.
1 South Africa Act, 1909. See H. J. May, The South African Constitution
(Juta & Co.), 1949.